Reflections on the Life of Stu Schroeder
June 27, 2008
From Minneapolis to Toronto with so many stops in between, all leading to the man we know as Stuart Schroeder.  My relationship with Stu goes back nearly 20 years and through all that time, I remained in awe of his capacity to analyse, to comment intelligently, to think of unique approaches to resolving situations – sometimes all at the same time.    

Each new position he held added to his knowledge base and his capacity to respond intuitively to people and issues.  Stu remained passionate about people, their growth and adamant about ensuring justice for all.  This permeated his work in chaplaincy and drove him to push against the status quo, to ensure that individuals were not just given lip service but had access to their religion of choice, that their religious rights were not just on paper but were supported and could be practiced.  He championed spiritual care and religious rights with the provincial as well as the federal governments.  
He was a life-long learner – researching new programs just as avidly as he learned about energy efficient appliances.  He always had a stack of books on the go – best sellers, obscure volumes and murder mysteries.  He developed a library under the auspices of Chaplaincy Services Ontario on spiritual care, diversity and Multifaith issues which was gifted in its entirety to the Ontario Multifaith Council in the late 1990’s.  
His approach to challenges was a wonder to behold.  It was frustrating sometimes because he was thinking so much further into the future than many of us were.  I remember members of the Ontario Multifaith Council and Chaplaincy Services Ontario sitting in a room in Queen’s Park.  We’d been meeting for a day and a half, developing a proposal that created the Re-integration Project – a project that was to assist ex-offenders to re-integrate successfully into community.  It was afternoon and there was Stu, actively participating, describing processes that hadn’t been tried before, coming up with new approaches to an old problem – all the while lying on the floor.  
The Re-integration Project was based on the principles of restorative justice.  Stu had become aware of the effectiveness of restorative justice conferencing and with a few other people, brought it into the realm of faith communities.  This resulted in a document called Spiritual Roots of Restorative Justice in the early 90’s and much of his time over the past seven or eight years has been dedicated to broadening its horizons in Ontario.   He linked with the Salem Christian Mental Health Association to develop the capacity within faith communities to host restorative justice conferences.  One of his dreams was to make restorative practices accessible and viable wherever there were victims and those who inflicted hurt:  in corrections, schools, faith communities, communities in general.  
Stu mentored untold numbers of students in religious studies and in CPE courses over the years and was excited to be on the ground floor in the development of the Canadian Pluralism Course at Faculty of Theology and Department of Religious Studies at Queen’s University and to teach the course as an Adjunct Faculty Member.  

Underlying all this was Stu’s love for the Lutheran Church Congregations that he pastored.  They held a special place in his heart and allowed him to express his own spiritual understanding within Lutheran theology.  This lead to the development of a program he called “Brief Interim Ministry”.  He recognized that there are times when churches need support, so he pulled together a program and pastors that assisted in those times of transition. 
Multifaith learning and dialogue was an essential part of Stu’s being.  He loved encountering other faiths and honestly wanted to know their theology and practices.  He said to me not so very long ago that it was the exposure to and respect for other faiths that made him the Lutheran that he was.  


Thinking outside the box was one of Stu’s specialities.  You might have heard him say as he delved back into the vast files of information stored in his brain – “searching” and then retrieve what was needed.  Got a problem – ask Stu.  Need the name of a book – ask Stu.  Can’t figure out which bolt will hold the best – ask Stu.  Can’t remember the name of a tune, hum a few bars, then ask Stu.  Have an appliance or machine that won’t fit into the existing space – ask Stu.   Regardless whether the result was success or failure – he tried.

Stu played just as hard as he worked, whether he was enjoying the Blind Boys of Alabama or Leonard Cohen, downloading a mystery onto his i-pod, seeing the most current movie, sailing a ocean-going yacht from summer to winter mooring or sharing a cold one with family and friends.  Being on the water was to have been the culmination of a life well lived – to be a vagabond on the tides would have been perfect, but it didn’t work out that way.   Stu railed against the circumstances that plotted against this idyllic retirement but accepted changes and worked them to his advantage.  
I met Stu when lots of good food, good drink and good friends were important in his life.  After the heart attacks nearly eleven years ago, the good food changed into good healthy food, the good drink moderated a bit but good friends remained constant.   He never let go of people – the time he spent on the telephone was monumental – keeping in touch, wanting to know what was happening with each one of us.  Community was everything to Stu and wherever he was, he either joined it or created it.  
But in the end, who was Stu Schroeder really?    As I offer these final words from a far from complete list, each of us will flash onto a memory or a story or an experience that we have had with him.  And I encourage us to do that for it is in our memories, those memories that we share and those which remain intensely personal, that Stu will continue to be with us. 

Father
Grandfather
Eldest brother
Uncle
Chaplain
Sailor
Practical joker

Colleague
Teacher
Conscience
Great cook
Major user of post-it notes
Idealist
Irritant
Pastor
Boat re-builder
Visionary
Impatient yet infinitely patient
Fixer
Inveterate researcher constantly printing or sending those articles that we 
“need” to read
Mentor
He who always has an answer
and Friend

God speed my friend.  We will keep you in our memories and in our hearts.
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