Spiritual Care Awareness Week, October 19-23, 2009

Free Public Presentation 
"Caring for Our Neighbors: 

the Challenge of Cultural and Religious Diversity."
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with Rev. Dr. Peter Barnes

Wednesday, October 21, 7:00 pm
At Brockville Mental Health Centre

Centennial Hall 1804 King St. E.  
Rev. Dr. Peter Barnes is an Assistant Professor in Counseling and Spirituality at St. Paul University in Ottawa, who will speak about various faith groups in Ontario, and help us learn how to care more appropriately when we see that care is needed.
This interactive presentation will include a panel of leaders of different faith/ethnic communities.
1.  The changing cultural milieu of Canada and our proximity to Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal, and with the possibilities of accidents in the 401 Corridor, there is need for increased cultural understanding, and the effect of spiritual belief systems on the way we live together in the same community, especially in time of need such as illness, injury or death.

2.  As more retirees, immigrants and refugees settle in Brockville, we will see a wider diversity in the cultural and spiritual traditions of our neighbours, as well as in their expectations from those who provide care.
3.  As the Province seeks medical practitioners from other countries, there is need for appreciation of the cultural and spiritual gifts such professional persons bring.

This event is co-sponsored by the Spiritual Care Department of Brockville General Hospital, the Brockville Mental Health Center and the Ontario Multi-Faith Council.
Directions: Enter the BMHC site from the north end, off Oxford at Broadway.  Proceed up the hill; Centennial Hall is the white building ahead on the left.
Janet Stark, Coord of Spiritual Care; Rev. Dr. Allan McDowell, Spiritual Care Chaplain  staja@bgh-on.ca  613-345-5649  x1-4120

